
j° >bo-<f TI-Mt COMPTRO3LL.ER GENNERAL.
l~~t3Ct~sIDN OPF T HE U N IT RD ElTATESz 

WAl AS HI NG TON, N . C. 205 40 

FII.E; B-180384 DATE: January 21, 1974

MATTEFR OF: Arista Company

DIGEST; Firm who protests determination of' Army that it d1id
not qualify as manufacturer under Waalsh-Healey Public
Contracts Act, 41 U.SC. 35, is advised that such
determination may not be disturbed b>y GAO because
responsibility of determining whether bidder is
qualified as regular dealer or manufacturer rests
'.n first instance with contracting agency and in
accordance with Act such determination is subject
to review by Secretary of Labor and not by GAO.

Arista Company protests the determination by United States Army
Missile Command, Redstone Arsenal, Alabama, that its firm did not
qualify as a manufacturer under the Walsh-Healey Public Contracts
Act, 4i U.s.C. 35.

The Walsh-Hefley Act vests in the Secretery of Labor the author-
ity to make final administrative determinations regarding the interi*
pretation of such 'terms as "regular dealer" and "manufacturer" as
used Ln the Act. hLovever, the responsibility of determining whether
a bidder is qualified as a regular dealer or manufacturers restE in
the first instance '.itch the contracting agency an& is subject to
review by the Secret:ary of Labor and not by the General Accounting
Office, E-176738, August 30, 1972.

In view thereof, the determination by the above Command that
the firm did not quality as a manufacturer under the Walsh-Healey
Act may not be disturbed by our Office,

For ah Comp fler General
of the United States




